

“Cutey Honey” Live Action Movie and “The Melancholy of Haruhi Suzumiya” makes Canadian Premiere in Anime North 2007

For immediate release, Toronto, Ontario: The anticipated North American release of the live action movie version of 70’s comic cult classic “Cutey Honey”, and the highly popular 2006 anime series “The Melancholy of Haruhi Suzumiya” will make its Canadian premiere in Anime North 2007 on the weekend of May 25th through 27th, 2007. 

Anime North, North America’s 3rd largest fan-run anime/manga convention, will be returning in the Toronto Congress Centre, the Doubletree International Hotel, and Renaissance Airport Hotel. Now on its 11th year, Anime North aims to highlight and promote the art, history and influence of Japanese animation (Anime), comics (Manga), and J-Pop/J-Rock music within a fun and family-oriented event. Anime North also continues to seek means to raise more funds for The Hospital for Sick Children Foundation (www.sickkids.on.ca) through various events during the convention. To date, Anime North contributed over $80,000 to Sick Kids. 
“Cutey Honey” originally based on a 70’s comic book of the same name by Go Nagai, spawned 2 anime TV series incarnations in 1973-74 and in 1997, and 1 original video animation in 1994. The live action movie came to life in 2004 under the direction of acclaimed Hideaki Anno of  “Neon Genesis Evangelion” fame. In celebration of the Canadian Premiere, there will be a Cutey Honey costume contest prior to the screening sponsored by HMV Canada.
“The Melancholy of Suzumiya Haruhi”, to be released on DVD on May 29th, is based on an ongoing novel series penned by Nagaru Tanigawa since 2003. Since then, the novel has been translated in various languages, made into a comic book, reincarnated as a TV series, and radio dramas. Prior to the screening, there will be a dance contest based on the tv series’ infamous ending theme dance sequence. Judging the contest and in attendance to the premiere will be members of the main English voice cast of “The Melancholy of Suzumiya Haruhi”: Wendee Lee, Michelle Ruff, Stephanie Sheh, and Johnny Young Bosch.
Fans will have the opportunity to spend more time with some members of the “The Melancholy of Suzumiya Haruhi cast” through the “Dinner with the Guests” online auction, one of the Anime North fundraising events for The Hospital for Sick Children Foundation.
For further information, as well as details for the dinner auction, go to www.animenorth.com, contact Ben Gusz at 416.894.4879 (Mon-Fri 10am-4pm and 7pm-12am) or e-mail media@animenorth.com
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